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  This collective effort nurtures
robust collaboration, driving 
shared progress that ultimately 
benefits the entire community
Asitha Bandaranayake, 
LEARN/Sri Lanka, Chair/LOC
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Social Dinner: A night of laughter and connections under the stars.



Open and Sharing Data Working Group (OSDWG): Asia Pacific Open-Sharing Data 
and NRENs Open Science: Breaking barriers to knowledge sharing and open 
science across Asia-Pacific.

Jamie Gillespie (Speaker) APNIC, Senior Internet Security
Specialist at RPKI-Use Cases & Experience Sharing 
session: Envisioning secure internet landscapes 
through experienced eyes.

Lee Bu Sung, Francis (Speaker) School of Computer Science and 
Eng., Nanyang Technological University, SingAREN at the HPC in 
Asia Pacific Region session: Forging the future of high-performance 
computing in collaborative spirit.

AI driven Networks Working Group: Pioneers shaping networks with the power of 
artificial intelligence.

Andrew Howard (Speaker) National Computational 
Infrastructure (NCI), Associate Director, Cloud Services 
at the HPC in Asia Pacific Region session: levating 
possibilities in computation and innovation.



Sustaining NREN Services for the Future - FileSender and more: 
Navigating the path to resilient and evolving network services.

Closing social dinner: 
Cheers to shared accomplishments and new friendships formed.



Closing plenary:
The curtain falls on an eventful journey, with promises of continued progress.



Bridging Boundaries:
 A diverse group comes together, trancending borders for shared knowledge.



Photo courtesy: APAN55 Official Photographers
Story by: Shashini Withanage



APAN's Vision for 
the Future: 
Engaging and Empowering 

Members

The upcoming APAN57 Meeting will be organised by 
the Thai Research and Education Network (ThaiREN) 
in the vibrant city of Bangkok, Thailand. This marks the 
fourth time ThaiREN will be hosting this prestigious 
event, with previous hostings being APAN13 (2002), 
APAN19 (2005), and APAN33 (2012). Scheduled to be 
held from January 29th to February 2nd, 2024, the 
APAN57 Meeting will take place at the Eastin Grand 
Hotel Phayathai. The meeting is expected to witness 
an assembly of approximately 200-250 international 

As we actively engage in the ongoing APAN56 Meeting 
in Colombo, Sri Lanka, APAN is already charting a 
dynamic path for the future. Looking ahead, the 
consortium is aiming to amplify its impact and foster 
greater collaboration in the research and education 
networking domain. With APAN57 on the horizon, 
slated to take place in the enchanting city of Bangkok, 
Thailand, from January 29th to February 2nd, 2024, 
the organisation is preparing to build on the 
momentum generated at APAN56. Beyond this 
meeting, APAN envisions a future marked by three 
essential pillars: expanding its membership, igniting 
greater engagement, and elevating the significance of 
its meetings.

What to Expect at APAN57 Happening 
in Bangkok, Thailand
What to Expect at APAN57 Happening 
in Bangkok, Thailand

APAN57 will be hosted by ThaiREN in Bangkok, Thailand from 
January 29th to February 2nd, 2024
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Building upon the success of past APAN meetings, APAN57
is expected to see between 350-450 delegates

participants, alongside an estimated 150-200 
representatives from Thailand, bringing the total 
number of attendees to an impressive 350 to 450. 

The APAN57 Meeting will prove to be a valuable 
platform for local and regional researchers to connect 
and exchange ideas, with prominent Thai participants 
hailing from member institutions of University 
Network (UniNet) and ThaiREN. The event will also 
foster knowledge sharing and fruitful discussions on
various initiatives among both local and international 
participants, agencies, and universities. The 
organisers have emphasised their goal of engaging 
participants from all Working Groups within APAN, 
with the Telemedicine Working Group being one of 
the largest contingents. Beyond this, the APAN57 
Meeting aims to serve as a conduit for diverse sectors 
to come together and collectively explore potential 
initiatives.

The organisers of APAN57 are currently exploring 
intriguing ideas for potential keynotes and 
workshops. Among these ideas is the possibility of a 
disaster-related workshop or masterclass in 
collaboration with the United Nations Office for Outer 
Space Affairs (UNOOSA) and the UN-SPIDER 
Programme. Additionally, they are considering 
offering participants the chance to explore innovative 
technology facilities during captivating day trips, such 
as to Kubota Thailand's smart farming technology 
facility or the community-based water management 
initiative (Saladin) supported by the Hydro-Informatics 
Institute (HII). However, these ideas are still in the 
exploration phase, and the final agenda will be 
communicated in due course, closer to the event. 
 

With APAN57 on the horizon, the organisers from 
ThaiREN acknowledge the shared challenges faced by 
all, emphasising the significance of collective efforts 
and cooperation to navigate through turbulent times. 
It’s a sentiment that echoes the pressing need for 
collaborative action and timely responses to address 
critical issues. Thus, the APAN57 Meeting in Thailand 
is poised to be a remarkable convergence of minds, 
fostering dialogue, and nurturing collaboration to 
drive advancements in research and education 
networks. With a rich tapestry of discussions and 
activities, it’s poised to be a platform to drive progress 
towards addressing the APAC region's challenges and 
help us collectively envision a better future.
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Moving forward, APAN’s future plans are focused on increasing membership by engaging with developing economies and 
increasing engagement with existing member NRENs and partner organisations 

The grant has a broad scope and exists to support a variety 
of endeavours ranging from webinars and workshops to 
marketing initiatives, and more. By empowering member 
institutions with financial support, the APAN Grant aims to 
encourage active participation and knowledge sharing that 
benefits all members.

Furthermore, APAN aims to expand its engagements with 
partner organisations, seeking to build even stronger bonds 
and cooperation to collectively address the challenges and 
opportunities within the research and education networking 
domain. Finally, a significant aspiration for APAN is to 
embrace greater inclusivity by welcoming members from 
developing economies and facilitating their participation in 
the APAN community. The organisation is committed to 
opening doors and creating opportunities to foster their 
involvement and collaboration. With a clear vision for the 
future, APAN is poised to intensify its efforts in promoting 
collaboration, fostering innovation, and driving progress in 
the field of research and education networks across the 
Asia-Pacific region.

In recent times, APAN has dedicated much of its focus to its 
biannual meetings. The previous APAN55 Meeting in 
Kathmandu was the first held physically after the COVID-19 
pandemic, adopting a hybrid format to accommodate 
broader participation. Drawing valuable insights from these 
experiences, today’s APAN56 Meeting in Colombo has also 
been organised as a hybrid event to facilitate greater 
engagement. Since its inception, the APAN meetings have 
proven instrumental in establishing connections between 
various entities within the APAN community. 

Looking ahead, APAN aims to enhance its engagement efforts 
and further cultivate relationships with its member NRENs. 
The organisation envisions taking on an expanded role as a 
coordinator between NRENs, working groups, partner 
organisations, and other community members. In pursuit of 
this objective, APAN is exploring new activities, including 
hosting more workshops and webinars throughout the year, 
in addition to its regular meetings. To achieve this, the 
organisation seeks to collaborate closely with NRENs to 
identify their specific support needs and design engagements 
that are tailored to address their concerns. 

Most recently, APAN has also introduced the APAN Grant, 
providing member institutions with a means to fund activities 
that benefit the community, NRENs, and APAN itself. 

APAN's Future: Stronger Engagements and More InclusivityAPAN's Future: Stronger Engagements and More InclusivityAPAN's Future: Stronger Engagements and More Inclusivity

Contributors: Veerachai Tanpipat, ThaiREN, 
Shaan Sivagurunathan, APAN Sec
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